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STRENGTHENING the v1g11ance
through anti-poaching units i$ nec-
essary to prevent animal loss, con-
servation of wildlife and environ-

ment, said Martin Stiemer while

delivering a presentation about his
experience in setting up anti-poach-
ing camps and foot patrolling in
Hwange National Park, Zimbabwe,

at Van Sabhagruh, Semmary Hllls L

on Saturday evening.
Harshwardhan D.hanwatey,
Member of Maharashtra State Board
for Wildlife and Trustee of Tiger
Research and Conservation Trust

~ (TRACT) had invited Martin
Stiemer at Nagpur to visit the Central

Indian Tiger Reserves and address

the Forest Department officers and

field staff of Forest Depanment
Inhis presentation Martin Stiemer

put forth a case study of the area

patrolled by his team in Reverine

and Mope Woodlands of Hwange

National Park, Zimbabwe, admea-

- suring about 80 sq kms.
Through his observations and

research of nearly four years, he
came to a concluswn that through

Martin Stiemer sharing his experiences in setting up anti-goéchin‘g
camps and foot patrolling in Hwange National Park, Zimbabwe.

© aproper patrolling ofan anti-poach-

ing unit a direct animal loss about

:54000 dollars:to 67700 dollars per

annum could be prevented. He gave

|various details about the secrets of
. success in anti-poaching. Support
‘and proper backup qf: superiors,

proper utilisation of materials like

maps, technical equlpments etc.,

investing in training and educanon

acceptation and ¢o-operation with"'

stake holders ‘and trying to be
resourceful are the essential reqmre—
ments for an ann—poachmg unit, he
added. ) :
- Earlier, in his mtroductory
remarks, Harshwardhan Dhanwatey

'said that he was invited by the Born

Free Foundation to visit Zimbabwe
and Ethiopia for 40 days to inter-

Hwange National Park which is the
largest wildlife national park in
Zimbabwe, Dhanwatey added.
His interaction with Stiemer
helped him to learn about the meth-
ods of effective foot patrolling done
to remove wire snares. With simi-

“larity in the problems regarding

poaching in Zimbabwe and India,

. Harshwardhan thought this inter- -

action with Stiemer would enable
TRACT and other NGOs working
in India to assist the Forest
Depamnent in handling the poach-
ing scenario here.

Martin Stiemer is a Dutch natlon-‘
al and has been working for Dutch
Police. Initially he was working for

the diplomatic department - pro-.

tecting Ambassadors, Judges, since
one and a half years he is working
for Royal Department and guard-
ing the Crown Prince of the
Netherlands and his family. He start-

" ed as an eco-volunteer in a Rhino

project in Swaziland. In 1999 he

»

‘Anti- poaching units must to conserve wildlife’

act with the wildlife conservation-
ists and researchers working there.--
InZimbabwe, he met Martin Stiémer
who was working on anti-poaching
. patrols to protect the wildlife in the

went again as an eco-volunteer to

the Painted Dog Research Project
in Zimbabwe.

In 2000 dué to the dramatic change

in situation in Zimbabwe the pro-
duction of agricultural products

- plumed down and poaching of ani-
/. mals became a huge problem. Many

animals were killed just for sport,
fun and often wasted and this includ-
ed the critically endangered Painted
Hunting Dog (Lycaon Pictus), =

Stiemer proposed to the Painted
Dog Conservation project that he
would set up, train and.deploy the
first professional anti-poaching unit
in the Hwange National Park area.

“The first unit came into existence

' in2001 followed by second in2003.

As for the last three years Martin

‘Stiemer has been training and co-

ordinating these unit members for
about three months per year. Since,
Martin established the anti-poach-

“ing camps near Hwange National

Park, the incidence of snaring and

poaching has come very muchunder

control. .
Poonam Dhanwatey conducted

the proceedings andproposed avote

of thanks.
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